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Igbo peoples (Nigeria). C. 19th to 20th century C.E#. Wood 

 Video at Khan Academy 

 This personal shrine reflects the great value the Igbo place on individual achievement.  

 Personal shrines are created in the form of figures known as ikenga to honor the power and skills of a 

person's right hand, as the right hand holds the hoe, the sword, and the tools of craftsmanship. 

  The basic form of an ikenga is a human figure with horns symbolizing power, sometimes reduced to 

only a head with horns on a base 

 literal meaning "place of strength” 

 mostly maintained, kept or owned by men and occasionally by women of high reputation and integrity in the 

society. It comprises someone's Chi (personal god), his Ndichie (ancestors), aka Ikenga (right hand), ike (power) 

as well as spiritual activation through prayer and sacrifice 

 exclusively an Igbo symbol. Nevertheless, various peoples of Southern Nigeria have slightly different notions of 

the components of an individual personality, but all agree that these various aspects can only be affected 

through ritual and personal effort 

 Functions of Ikenga 
 God of Achievement 
  Ikenga is a personal god of human endeavor, achievement, success, and victory. Ikenga is grounded in 

the belief that the power for a man to accomplish things is in his right hand.[2] It also governs over 

industry, farming, and blacksmithing, and is celebrated every year with an annual Ikenga festival.[3] It is 

believed by its owners to bring wealth and fortune as well as protection. 

 God of Time 
 Two-faced Ikenga is the oldest concept of Ikenga in Igboland. It is a two-faced god, with one face 

looking at the old year while one face looks at the new year. This is the basis of the oldest and most 

ancient Igbo calendar.[4] As a god of beginnings, it has the praise name of Ikenga owa ota. 

Consecration of Ikenga[edit] 

 Ikenga requires consecration before usage. Normally, an Ikenga is consecrated in the presence of one's 

kinsmen or agemates by lineage head. Offerings of things like yam, cock, wine, kolanuts and alligator 

pepper are sacrificed to it. Consecrations are often more elaborate and occasionally less depending on 

the financial strength of the owner 

 . If the owner is devoted, he feeds his Ikenga on a daily basis with Kola and wine and periodically, 

especially before an important undertaking, he offers sacrificial blood of a cock or ram to induce the 

spirit to help him succeed.  

 Afterward, the owner also offers thanksgiving to his Ikenga for helping him achieve success. Success as 

believed, solely depends on their personal Chi, represented by Ikenga and the support of kinsmen 

  

  

 there are three types of Ikenga: ikenga madu (human), ikenga alusi (spirit), and ntu aga (divination objects). The 

first is a fully developed human figure with horns, seated on a stool. The second is a cylinder with horns. The 

divination objects are small and simple and come in different shapes 
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 some are used for groups (not this one) and are larger and more elaborate 

 there are myths and fables in their culture that elaborate the history and power of the Ikenga 

 

 


